“The scales of justice ... held in perfect balance, they
symbolize a fair and impartial judgment between men. But.
unbalanced, truth and equality are mocked! One man risks
his life to regain that balance! A man called ... Nemesis!"

From the very beginning, Nemesis was a somewhat
mysterious character. A 1980 double-page ad for DC
Comics’ new eight-page backup features showcased
such familiar characters as Adam Strange, Firestorm,
and the Huntress, but one character stood out by
being UN-familiar: a silhouetted figure standing
behind the scales of justice. The caption only read
“Nemesis: A New Hero Appearing in The Brave
and the Bold."

ENTER: NEMESIS!

The man commissioned to create this
new hero was writer Cary Burkett.
“[Batman editor] Paul Levitz had a
tremendous amount of input into the
creation of Nemesis,” Burkett recalls.
“He tapped me to create a backup

series for Brave and Bold. Paul always

-

(R - liked the idea of comics with more

TN than one story in them, and a lot of
ETT his books had backup series.

CARY BLRK “His instructions were for me to

A create a character who was a ‘non-

X
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N costumed’ hero, one who would fit well into a

Batman-themed book ... with some general similarities,
but strong differences,” Burkett continues. “He would
be non-powered, but highly skilled in a variety of
ways. As | recall, | think Paul threw out the idea in one
brainstorming session that he might be a hitman who
had reformed and was fighting crime with inside
knowledge. Paul also came up with the name, eventually,
though we batted around a few other ideas.”

Burkett's background in theater added an important
element to the character: “The idea of a master of
disguise had strong appeal to me. But | didn't like the
idea that he was a hitman in his past and driven by
guilt to atone for his crimes. | wanted him to have a
more positive motivation, a certain idealism that was
foundational to his nature.”

Regarding the selection of the illustrator of the
“Nemesis” strip, Burkett says, “Paul had Dan Spiegle in
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